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What is a Tiny House?
A tiny house is a usually fully self-contained dwelling 
that is 37m2 or less. Often these dwellings are 
relocatable, and are most often permanently affixed 
to a trailer. These houses are described as a Tiny 
House on Wheels (THOW). 

Often these houses are built using green practices, 
minimising the ecological footprint and because 
of their size they are often seen as an affordable 
housing option in the growing real estate market.

Do I need approval for my 
Tiny House?
The short answer is yes. The council needs 
to ensure that the tiny house is safe for you, 
your family and the community at large if you 
intend on your tiny house being a permanent 
/ semi-permanent or any short-term dwelling. 
A tiny house is not to be confused with a 
caravan for recreational use. However, if 
you wish to use a caravan for any type of 
residency, then you will need to apply just as 
you would for a Tiny House.

Key Elements to consider for 
your Tiny House
Following are some Key Elements to be 
aware of with your THOW application. Your 
designer, builder or manufacture will have to 
comply with some more items outlined in our 
full THOW design guidelines. 

Within the following Key Elements we have 
some MUST DOs: these are non-negotiable 
items that your THOW must meet in order 
to gain council approval. Also listed are 
SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE: these are 
not absolutes that are required, but they may 
assist you in gaining council approval, if you 
can prove that you are putting these into 
practice.
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 ; Any cladding products fixed to the outside of 
your THOW must be installed as per the relative 
cladding methods identified by the company or 
system. 

SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE

 Î Having insulation behind your cladding method 
is an inexpensive way to make you comfortable.
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 ; Only 1 Tiny House will be allowed per property. Only 4 per area.

SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE

 Î We want THOWs to be an important part of our community so normal rules on 
noise and general neighbourly interaction should be adhered to.

 Î We want you and your neighbours to be safe, so please follow our Emergency 
and Disaster preparedness facts sheet.

 Î As you are living in your house, make sure the products you choose are suitable 
for a small environment and will not pose future health issues. 
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 ; Tiny House on Wheels must be registered with TMR and maintain registration 
throughout the period of residency. If your house cannot be registered with 
TMR because it falls outside the size guidelines, you will need to make a special 
application with the council.

 ; Trailer and structure of the Tiny House complies with the VSB No.1

SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE

 Î Taking weight off your trailer wheels and springs if you are leaving for an 
extended time is a good idea.

 Î To make sure your house is easily moved for any emergency response, it is 
suggested that you ensure that any other attached elements are easily removed. 

 Î Remember designing for your environment, cross flow ventilation is suggested 
as good practice.

Tiny House on Wheels Checklist
The following checklist will apply for Tiny Houses on Wheels. If your house is not on wheels, you will 
need to make a special application with the council.
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 ; If using our mains water system, it must be at an isolated point for connection. 

 ; If using our mains sewage system, it must be at an isolated point for connection.

 ; Both rainwater collection and grey water will be considered. Please provide 
relevant information on your system for our review.

 ; If using a composting toilet, please provide information on the model of your 
system and how you plan to properly dispose of the waste.

SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE

 Î Capturing water for use in your gardens and landscape is a great idea; speak to 
a licensed plumber to ensure it manages the water well.

Connectivity is a part of our modern 
world. While this guideline doesn’t 
prescribe any requirements, we see it 
as important part of living. Please pro-
vide any relevant information on how 
you will be online.
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 ; Provide electrical compliance certificate as per AS / NZS 3001:2008 Electrical 
Installations - Transportable Structures and Vehicles. 

 ; If gas is used, you must provide a gas compliance certificate as per AS 
5601.2:2013 Gas installations LP Gas installations in caravans and boats for non-
propulsive purposes.

 ; If connected to mains power all supplying energy companies rules must be 
adhered to.

 ; If mains connected, the house needs to have an isolated point to connect to, 
NO extension leads across paths and the like.

 ; Full off-grid power systems allowed as long as it’s installed by a registered 
electrician.

SUGGESTED GOOD PRACTICE

 Î We promote the idea of energy efficiency and see solar panels and batteries as 
a part of a great solution. Just make sure you get them wired by a professional.

 Î Due to the small nature of the THOW, make sure your house is put in the best 
location to ensure it is comfortable and requires the least amount of space 
conditioning.
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OTHER POINTS TO CONSIDER
Additional applications / rules may apply if the tiny house is to reside in any of the following areas:

Bushfire, cyclone, 
flooding or landslip zones Nature conservation Vegetation regulation

Please refer to the relevant state department regarding special legislation of these areas.

// // //

Contact us for more information:

Email_address_details_go_here

Phone_details_go_here

Address_details_go_here

Website_details_go_here

Please note that this fact sheet is a quick summary of what is required of you to obtain council 
approval for your Tiny House on Wheels. Contact your city council for more information regarding 
tiny house approval. We understand that not every possible scenario is encapsulated here. If 
your tiny house sits outside any of these guidelines, it does not mean you will automatically be 
disqualified from approval. You will need to seek special approval which may or may not be available 
depending on your individual circumstances. Please contact us for further information.

This document is subject to change without notice.


